
                     JUDGING vs. DISCERNMENT 

 

 

Text : Matthew 7:1-5 

 

Is it wrong to judge?  Absolutely not, if we are discerning if 

their soul is lost.  First, we must consider and observe the 

“fruit” that one is producing. Let’s look at the definition of 

judging and discernment. 

 

DEFINITION OF JUDGING:  “Form an opinion or conclusion 

about” 

 

DEFINITION OF DISCERNMENT: “The ability to obtain sharp 

perceptions or to judge well.”   “The quality of being able to 

grasp and comprehend what is obscure and perception.” 

 

NOTE!  Judging is more final and conclusive than discerning. 

 

The purpose of filtering the fruits is to have some observation 

whether that person is a true Christian or not. 

 



READ:  Matthew 7:12-29. 

 

NOTE!  We must observe the fruits of another’s life to discern 

whether they need to be saved or not. 

 

We cannot always know for sure if a person was saved (or 

born again) when they leave this world.  Some give their heart 

to Jesus in the last few seconds of their life. Not everyone will 

have even seconds to repent, so DON’T PROCRASTINATE 

YOUR SOUL GETTING RIGHT WITH GOD! 

 

What Matthew chapter 7 is saying in verses #3 and #5 is - 

don’t judge individuals when your sin is worse than theirs. Be 

very careful you are living right, walking in humility and trying 

to help, not hurt humans.  Are you judging people to fight 

with them or help them receive salvation and a closer walk 

with Jesus?  Do you delight in correcting others, or are you led 

by God to draw people closer to the Lord?  We need to be 

very careful in our approach to others. Always do correcting 

and counseling in love. Don’t force others to change. Give 

them the opportunity to decide for themselves. 

 

Passing judgment is different than judging and discerning in 

the Spirit. Passing judgment is assuming someone is guilty 

when only God knows the condition of the heart for sure. 



 

Matthew 7:6, can be explained like this, the “pearl” is the 

Gospel and the "swine" are those who are not interested or 

hate the good news. We need to know the difference 

between an individual who is open to the Gospel, and one 

who is not. 

 

Again, we cannot always know if a person went to heaven or 

hell after they passed away, God is the Judge of that. 

Remember, a person can cry out (if time permits) to be saved 

at the last few moments before slipping out into eternity.  

Overall, what their lives portrayed was more than likely the 

“fruits” of their heart’s condition. 

 

SEE:  Matthew 12:34 – 37. 

 

Jesus warns against false prophets. 

 

LOOK UP THESE VERSES WARNING US AGAINST FALSE 

PROPHETS: 

 

1) I Thess. 5:2 

2) Col. 2:8 



3) I John 4:1-6 

4) Eph. 5:6-13 

5) Ro. 16:17 & 18 

6) I Tim. 4:1 

7) II Peter 2:1 & 2 

8) II Tim. 4:1 & 4 

9) Matt. 7:5-20 

10) II Cor. 11:13-15 

11) Matt. 24:11 

12) II John 1:7-11 

 

READ:  John 7:24 – “Do not judge by appearances, but judge 

with right judgment.” 

 

Know the difference between righteous judgment (II Tim. 

3:16) and passing judgment (Ro. 14:10). 

 

When you are walking on the straight road, it’s easier to hear 

the inner voice of God. (Matt. 7:14) On the other hand, when 

you are on the broader way of life (with unrepentant sin), it is 

harder to distinguish right and wrong. There’s lies and excuses 

blinding you also.  

 

SEE:  Matt. 7:13 / Rev. 21:8 & 27 / Rev. 22:15 / Gal. 5:19-21/ I 

Cor. 6:9 & 10.                FoR mOrE iNfO: revjill@yahoo.com  
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